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Tranflator’s  Preface. 


IT  is  obfervable  that  of  all  the 
difeafes  which  affli£l  the  human 
body,  there  is  perhaps  none  in 
which  powerful  remedies  have  been 
applied  with  more  diligence  and 
lefs  fuccefs,  than  in  the  Puerperal 
Fever.  Dr.  Denman  obferves  that 
this  difeafe  occafions  the  death  of 
moll  of  the  women  who  die  in 
child-bed  ; and  it  is  faicl  in  this 
report,  that  every  woman  who  was 
attacked  with  it  in  the  Hotel-Dieu 
of  Paris,  died,  till  the  method  of 
cure  here  recommended  was  a- 
dopted.  Every  attempt,  therefore, 

to 
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to  facilitate  and  render  certain  the 
cure  of  a difeafe  fo  rapid  and  fatal, 
cannot  but  merit  the  public  atten- 
tion and  regard. 

The  fuccefs  of  Dr.  Doulcet’s 
method  of  cure,  was  fo  brilliant, 
and  fo  uniformly  the  fame  in  the 
Hotel-Dieu  of  Paris,  that  it  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment ; and  the  fa£fs  recorded 
in  the  Report  are  fo  well  authenti- 
cated by  the  phyficians  who  figned 
it,  whofe  learning  and  probity  do 
honour  to  the  profeffion,  that  I 
thought  the  whole  highly  worth  a 
tranilation  ; and  I doubt  not  but 
the  candid  part  of  the  faculty,  who 
rejoice  at  every  thing  which  can 
promote  the  health  and  fafety  of 
the  public,  will  think  with  me  on 
this  fubjefit. 


I have 
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I have  been  informed,  that  the 
fame  method  of  cure  has  been  a- 
dopted  fmce  in  different  parts  of 
France,  and  that  it  has  been  at- 
tended with  the  fame  fuccefs  as  in 
the  Hotel-Dieu.  Thefe  accounts, 
it  muft  be  confeffed,  are  highly 
flattering,  and  fuch  as  give  the 
method  of  cure  here  propofed,  a 
claim  to  ferious  attention  and  im- 
partial trial;  but  we  cannot  confider 
the  efficacy  of  it  as  fully  afcertained, 
till  a much  greater  number  of  trials 
of  it  have  been  made  in  different 
places,  and  by  different  phyficians.  * 

It  is  neceffary  however  to  remind 
the  reader,  that  the  fuperior  effi- 
cacy of  the  method  of  cure  here 
recommended,  confiffs  wholly  in 
its  early  application,  namely,  in 
the  very  moment  when  the  difeafe 

commences ; 
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commences ; that  the  lofs  of  a few 
hours  only,  renders  the  fuccefs 
fomewhat  precarious.  It  is  necef- 
fary,  therefore,  that  this  circum- 
Itance  be  constantly  held  in  view 
in  every  trial  of  this  remedy,  and 
that  the  time  of  its  firft  application 
be  exa£lly  marked  in  every  hiftory 
of  fuccefsful  or  unfuccefsful  cafes. 

That  the  cure  of  a difeafe  fhould 
depend  on  the  timely  application 
of  a remedy,  is  no  new  idea  in 
praftice.  In  acute  difeafes,  the 
praftitioner’s  fuccefs  depends  in  a 
great  meafure  on  the  accuracy  of 
his  judgment  in  this  refpe£l  : but 
few  difeafes  occur,  in  which  the 
lofs  of  the  Jirfi  moments  of  attack 
are  of  fuch  hazardous  confequence, 
as  in  the  Puerperal  Fever.  In 
hofpitals,  therefore,  it  is  highly 

advi  fable 
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advifable  to  adopt  the  method 
pra&ifed  in  the  Hotel-Dieu  of 
Paris ; at  leaft  the  nurfes,  who  are 
always  prefent,  fhould  be  inftru&ed 
to  give  the  remedy  here  recom- 
mended. For  the  fafety  of  private 
families  likewife,  both  in  town  and 
country,  it  is  to  be  wifhed,  that 
every  midwife  and  nurfe  could  be 
acquainted  with  this  fimple  and 
fuccefsful  method  of  cure ; thus 
far  at  lead  it  would  be  ufeful,  that 
by  exhibiting  the  proper  dofe  of 
Ipecacuanha  on  the  firfF  appearance 
of  the  difeafe  (which  is  here  fuf- 
ficiently  charaflerifed  to  be  known) 
time  would  be  allowed  to  call  in 
more  proper  ahiftance. 

It  may  indeed  be  obje£ted,  that 
nurfes  are  improper  judges  of  the 
fymptoms  which  charafterife  a dif- 
eafe, 
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eafe,  and  will  therefore  be  unable 
to  determine  the  proper  time  to 
adminifter  a remedy,  the  fuccefs 
of  which  depends  fo  much  on  this 
circumflance.  This  obje£tion  is 
true,  taken  in  a general  fenfe,  but 
in  thefe  cafes  the  charafteriftic 
fymptoms  are  few,  and  thofe  well 
marked  ; and  the  accoucheur  may 
in  moft  cafes  give  fuch  dire6lions, 
either  to  the  nurfe  or  fome  other 
attendant,  as  will  give  him  a fre- 
quent opportunity  of  making  trial 
of  the  method  of  cure  here  re- 
commended. 


A REPORT, 


A 


REPORT, 

MADE  BY 

ORDER  of  GOVERNMENT, 

OF  A 

MEMOIR, 

Containing  the  Method  of  treating  the 
Child -Bed  or  Puerperal  Fever,  em- 
ployed by  M.  Doulcet,  Do61or-Re- 
gent  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  at 
Paris,  and  one  of  the  Phyficians  of  the 
Hotel-Dieu. 

Read  at  a Meeting  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society, 
held  at  the  Louvre,  the  6th  of  Sept.  1782. 


II  E memoir  upon  which  the  Royal 
Medical  Society  has  been  confulted 
by  government,  and  of  which  we  are  now 
ordered  to  give  an  account,  contains  the 
defeription  and  treatment  of  a difeafe 
which  has  attacked  lying-in  women  in  the 
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Hotel-Dieu  of  Paris ; and  which  has  made 
its  appearance  in  that  hofpital  at  different 
times,  but  more  frequently  than  ever,  fince 
the  year  1774.  The  late  M.  Doulcet 
found  a method  of  curing  this  difeafe,  ex- 
tremely fimple,  and  which  has  never  yet 
failed  of  fuccefs  fince  it  has  been  employed; 
although  before  this  method  was  made  ufe 
of,  the  difeafe  had  always  been  fatal  to 
every  woman  who  had  been  attacked  with 
it  in  that  hofpital. 

This  difeafe  comes  on  fuddenly,  with- 
out any  previous  fymptom  to  announce 
its  approach3;  and  this  often  happens 
after  a pregnancy  the  mod  exempt  from 
accidents,  and  after  the  mod  happy  de- 
livery. It  commonly  appears  the  third 
day  after  the  woman  is  brought  to  bed  ; 

* In  many  women  the  attack  was  hidden  without  any 
apparent  caufe  or  preceding  indifpofition  * •*. 

•*  Leak  on  the  Child-led  Freer,  p.  40. 

fome- 


C 3 ] 

fometimes  fooner,  feldom  later b.  In  fts 
commencement  the  belly  is  affe&ed  with 
confiderable  diflenfion,  and  becomes  ex- 
tremely painful,  without  any  diminution 
of  the  lochia  which  hill  continue  to  flow  €. 

The 

h Dr.  Leake  obferves  that  this  difeafe  fometimes  came 
on  foon  after  deliver)',  and  at  other  times,  though  rarely, 
it  has  been  known  to  appear  as  late  as  the  fifth  or 
fixth  day*.  But  Dr.  Denman  thinks  that  this  Fever, 
comes  on  fometimes  at  a much  later  period  than  is 
commonly  fufpe&ed  +. 

c The  quantity  of  the  lochia  is  frequently  not  at  all 
diminifhed,  at  other  times  it  is  very  much  lelfened  : what 
flow  are  fometimes  very  foetid,  and  in  fome  cafes  this 
difcharge  is  totally  fuppreffed  J. 

Dr.  Leake’s  account  of  the  Hate  of  the  lochia  is  fome- 
what  different.  The  lochia , fays  he,  from  firft  to  laft, 
were  not  obftrufied  nor  deficient  in  quantity,  neither 
did  the  quality  of  this  difcharge  feem  to  be  in  the  leafl 
altered  from  its  natural  flate  §. 

But  Dr.  Denman  tells  us  that  an  inftantaneous  change 
or  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia  takes  place,  though  he  thinks 
that  a fuppreffion  feldom  happens  ||. 

* Leake  on  the  Child-bed  Fever , p.  40. 
f Denman  on  Puerp.  Fever,  p.  7, 

| White  on  the  management  of  pregnant  and  lying-in  women , p.  16. 
t(  Leake  on  the  Child-bid  Fever,  p.  53. 
j]  Denman,  Loc.Citat.  p.  g, 
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The  breads,  which  ought  to  fwell  with 
milk,  become  flaccid,  and  the  natural 
courfe  of  this  nutritious  fluid  is  in  general 
fufpended.  The  patient  is  affedled  with 
Fever,  which  however  is  not  very  high  ; 
the  pulfe  is  fmall,  contracted  and  quick; 
and  the  flrength  finks'1.  Thefe  firft  figns, 
which  eflentially  charafterife  the  difeafe, 
are  common  to  all  the  women  attacked 
with  it;  but  they  are  often,  though  not 
always,  accompanied  with  many  other 
fymptoms,  fuch  as  rigor  and  fliivering 
more  or  lefs  violent,  which  is  perceived 
on  the  firft  attack ; with  vomiting  of  a 
green  matter,  or  (lightly  tinged  with 

If  we  confider  the  great  irritation  which  mull  necef- 
farily  take  place  in  the  habit,  and  the  great  agitation 
of  mind  which  the  patient  labours  under,  when  attacked 
with  this  difeafe,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  any  one 
evacuation  will  in  all  cafes  be  exactly  the  fame. 

d Dr.  Leake  obferves  that  the  lofs  of  ftrength  was  fo 
great,  that  few  of  the  patients  were  able  to  turn  in  bed, 
even  as  early  as  the  firft  ox  fecond  day  after  the  attack  *. 

* Ltahe,  Lcc.Citat.  p.  45. 
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yellow,  though  more  frequently  there  is 
naufea  without  vomiting  c;  a Diarrhoea 
in  which  the  ftools  are  milky  and  extremely 
foetid.  The  eyes  fparkle ; the  countenance 
is  difcoloured ; the  tongue  is  commonly 
moift,  but  covered  with  a thick  white  fur, 
which  is  fometimes  yellow  or  greenifh 
towards  the  root. 

All  thefe  fymptoms  come  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  difeafe ; they  increafe  with  ra- 
pidity, and  in  a fhort  time  the  pains  of  the 
belly  become  infupportable.  This  violent 
{late  is  fucceeded  towards  the  end  of  the 
fecond  day,  by  a fallacious  calm,  which 
is  followed  by  a cold  vifcid  fweat,  with 
flools  and  evacuations  intolerably  fcetid, 
with  a tremulous  weak  pulfe,  delirium,  and, 
laftly  with  death,  which  often  clofes  the 

* Sometimes,  fays  Dr.  Denman,  there  is  only  a nau- 
fea or  loathing  of  the  ftomach,  with  a difagrecablc  tafte 
in  the  mouth*. 

* Ef[ay  cn  the  Puerp.  fever,  p,  8. 

feene 
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icene  about  the  end  of  the  third  or  be- 
ginning of  the  fourth  day  f. 

On  opening  the  bodies,  there  is  found 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  as  much  as 
two  and  fometimes  three  pints  of  an  ex- 
travafated  fluid,- which  has  been  thought 

o 

to 


f Nature  does  not  feem  to  have  followed  invariably 
any  certain  law  with  refpect  to  the  termination  of  this 
malady.  Both  fuccefsful  and  fatal  terminations  of  this 
difeafe  have  happened  at  very  different  periods.  Dr. 
Denman  thinks  that  the  eleventh  from  the  firft  attack 
is  moll,  commonly  the  day  on  which  the  patient  dies  *. 

Dr.  Hulme  obferved  that  the  difeafe  proved  mortal 
on  any  day  from  the  fifth  to  the  twelfth  after  deliver)'  t. 

With  Dr.  Leake  the  patient  was  obferved  to  die 
generally  on  the  tenth  or  eleventh  day  from  the  fidt 
attack ; and  in  one  cafe  as  late  as  the  fifteenth  J. 

Thofe  who  were  affefted  with  this  difeafe  in  the  year 
1746,  died  between  the  fifth  and  feventh  day  after 
delivery  §. 

Thefe  varieties  feem  to  depend  on  the  violence  of 
the  difeafe,  the  conllitution  of  the  patient,  and  the  aiy 

* EJfay  on  the  Puerp.  Fever , p.  13. 

+ Treatife  on  the  Puerp.  Fever,  p.  1 7. 

\ Leake  on  the  Child-bed  Fever,  p • 59. 

^ Hijloire  ie  l’ Acad,  des  Sciences,  Pan  1746,  p.  160. 

and 
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to  be  of  the  nature  of  milks,  refembling  in 
all  its  appearances  unclarified  whey  ; of  a 

fcetid 


and  other  circumftances  in  which  the  patient  is  placed ; 
and  in  fome  degree  perhaps  on  the  epidemic  conftitution 

of  the  feafon. 

0 

1 It  is  difficult  to  conceive  upon  what  foundation 
phyficians  have  fuppofed  that  the  extravafated  fluid 
found  in  the  abdomen  after  death  in  the  Puerperal  Fever, 
is  of  the  nature  of  milk.  We  cannot  fuppofe  that  it  has 
been  fecreted  in  the  glands  of  the  breafls  : if  fo,  by 
what  veflels  was  it  carried  into  the  abdomen  in  the  form 
of  milk,  unmixed  with  other  fluids  ? It  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  depofited  in  the  abdomen  in  the  form  of 
milk,  and  there  to  have  fuffered  a leparation  of  its  parts, 
the  cheefy  matter  being  faid  to  appear  in  the  form  of 
curd,  and  leaving  a fluid  in  the  form  or  appearance  of 

unclarified  whey. But  thefe  are  ideas  and  expreffions 

too  crude  for  fcientific  men  to  adopt,  being  inconfiftent 
with  a juft  conception  of  the  ftru£lure  and  funftions  of 
the  human  body ; and  have  only  crept  in  here  from 
inattention,  and  too  eafy  a compliance  to  vulgar  opinions. 

Dr.  Denman  has  confidered  this  matter  in  a more 
juft  point  of  view,  in  giving  an  account  of  the  appearances 
on  diffefction  in  about  forty  women  whom  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  infpcfiing.  Amongft  other  appearances 
he  obfervcs,  that  “ the  inteftines  were  inflamed  chiefly 
in  the  peritonaeal  coat,  adhered  in  many  places,  and 
were  much  inflated.  Inflammatory  exfudations  and 
serum  extravafated  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  have 
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foetid  odour,  and  containing  flakes  of  a 
curd-like  matter,  many  of  which  adhere 
to  the  furface  of  the  inteftines.  The 
uterus  in  a natural  ftate h. 

This  rapid  difeafe,  equally  obftinate  to 
the  efforts  of  art  and  refources  of  nature, 

has  conftantly  refilled  remedies  the  moll 

* 

judicioufly  employed  ; whether  they  were 
intended  to  prevent  the  inflammation,  to 
divert  the  humour  from  falling  on  the  abdo- 
minal vifcera,  to  recover  the  natural  courfe 
of  the  milk,  or,  to  refill  the  putrefaction 
and  procure  falutary  evacuations.  Every 

been  found  in  various  quantities ; but  thefe  were  in  a 
Iefs  degree  when  the  patient  had  laboured  under  a 
continual  purging.  Large  flakes  of  coagulable  lymph 
were  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  which  have 
been  often  miftaken  for  diflolved  portions  of  omentum*.” 
Thefe  flakes  of  coagulable  lymph  appear  to  be  what 
the  French  writers  have  called  flocons  de  lait  caille. 

h In  this  refpeft  there  is  fome  variety  which  will  be 
mentioned  afterwards. 

* F.J:iy  on  Puerp.  Fever.  2 d edit  p.  29  and  30. 
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thing  has  been  tried  to  anfwer  thefe  indi- 
cations, and  every  thing  has  mifearried. 
Ipecacuanha  itfelf,  which  is  the  bafis  of 
the  method  of  cure  here  recommended, 
had  no  more  fuccefs  than  other  remedies* 
till  by  chance  M.  Doulcet  happened  to  be 
prefent  at  the  very  moment  when  a woman 
newly  brought  to  bed,  was  attacked  with 
the  difeafe.  It  commenced  with  vomiting; 
and  M.  Doulcet  happily  feizing  the  indi- 
cation, ordered  fifteen  grains  of  Ipeca- 
cuanha to  be  taken  in  two  dofes,  which 
were  again  repeated  the  next  day.  It 
acted  both  by  vomit  and  flool,  and  the 
evacuations  were  followed  with  a remark- 
able diminution  of  all  the  fymptoms  ; the 
alvine  dejeCtions  were  fupported  with  an 
oily  potion,  with  the  addition  of  two 
grains  of  Kermes  Mineral;  and  the  patient 
was  faved. 


InftruCted  by  a fuccefs  fo  unexpected, 
M.  Doulcet  perceived  the  importance  of 

C the 
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the  moment  of  attack,  and  the  necefhty 
of  taking  the  advantage  of  it,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  obilrutlion  and  tumefaflion  of 
the  abdomen  from  being  perfe&ly  formed. 
The  midwife  therefore,  to  whofe  care  the 
lying-in  women  are  committed,  was  or- 
dered to  adminifter  this  remedy  ; and  at 
whatever  hour  of  day  or  night  the  firft 
fymptoms  of  attack  appeared,  fhe  gave 
Ipecacuanha  ; and  the  fuccefs  was  in  every 
inftance  the  fame  ; fo  that  in  four  months, 
during  which  this  epidemic  difeafe  raged 
with  fury,  near  two  hundred  women  were 
hived  to  fociety,  excepting  live  or  fix, 
who  all  refufed  to  take  the  vomit,  and 
were  viflims  to  their  own  obfbnacv.  On 

J 

opening  their  bodies  the  fame  phenomena 
appeared  as  are  mentioned  above  ; which 
left  no  doubt  either  of  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  or  the  efficacv  of  the  remedv. 

The  method  of  cure,  therefore,  efla- 
blifhed  at  prefent  in  the  Hotel-Dieu,  and 

which 
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which  has  never  yet  failed  of  fuccefs  fince 
it  was  applied,  confifls  in  taking  the 
advantage  of  the  moment  of  attack,  and 
giving,  without  lofing  an  inftant  of  time, 
fifteen  grains  of  Ipecacuanha  in  two  dofes, 
at  the  difiance  of  an  hour  and  an  half  from 
each  other,  and  repeating  them  again  the 
next  day  in  the  fame  manner,  whether  the 
violence  of  the  fymptoms  be  abated  or 
not ; and  if  the  difeafe  fhould  continue 
much  the  fame,  they  are  repeated  again 
the  third,  and  even  the  fourth  day,  ac- 
cording as  the  cafe  may  require.  In  the 
intervals  between  the  dofes,  the  effeft  of 
the  Ipecacuanha  is  kept  up  by  a potion 
compofed  of  two  ounces  of  oil  of  Sweet 
Almonds,  one  ounce  of  fyrup  of  Marfh- 
Mallows,  and  two  grains  of  Kermes  Mi- 
neral. The  common  drink  is  Linfeed  Tea, 
or  an  infufion  of  Scorzonera  root,  edulco- 
rated with  fyrup  of  Althea  ; and  towards 
the  feventh  or  eighth  day  of  the  difeafe  the 
patient  takes  a mild  purgative,  which  is 
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repeated  three  or  four  times  according  to 
the  exigency  of  the  cafe. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  efficacy 
of  this  method  of  cure  confiffs  wholly  in 
its  early  application,  namely,  in  the  very 
moment  when  the  difeafe  firft  commences  : 
and  though  experience  has  fmce  taught  us 
that  the  lofs  of  a few  hours  is  not  always 
irreparable,  yet  it  feldom  happens  that 
Ipecacuanha  has  the  fame  complete  fuc- 
cefs  when  the  firft  moment  of  attack  is 
loft. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  this 
method  of  cure,  the  natural  flow  of  the  milk 
to  the  breafts  does  not  take  place.  The 
breafts  do  not  fill,  the  milky  fluid  being 
evacuated  by  ftool,  and  paftes  off  with  the 
lochia , perfpiration,  and  urine. 

But,  if  we  confider  with  attention,  the 
phenomena  which  the  difeafe  and  its  me- 
thod 
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thod  oF  cure  prefent,  it  will  evidently 
appear  to  confift  in  a metaftafis  of  the 
milk,  which  falls  on  the  abdominal  vif- 
cera  at  the  very  moment  when  it  ought 
to  flow  to  the  breafts  *.  This  metaftafls  it  is 

of 

•’  The  doftrine  of  metaftafis  is  of  very  ancient  date 
in  the  fchools  of  phyfic,  but  in  many  cafes  where  the 
term  is  applied,  the  dotlrine  is  not  eafy  to  be  underftood. 
The  moderns  have  made  fome  attempts  to  elucidate 
it,  but  nothing  very  fatisfaclory  has  been  yet  publifhed 
on  the  fubjeCt.  In  general,  metaftafis  feems  to  be  little 
more  than  a term  of  convenience,  comprehending  cer- 
tain appearances  in  difeafe  which  the  practitioner  does 
not  underftand.  According  to  the  ancients,  Metajla/is 
proprie  duitur  quando  alio  morbo  quiefcente , tranjlata-  alio 
materia , novum  morbum  excitat.  Gorraeus.  Galen  tells 
us  that,  Proprie  morbi  metajlafis  appellatur , quum  ex  parte 
una  in  alteram,  malum  migrat.  Comm,  in  aph.  Hipp.  lib. 
5*  aph.  7.  This  tranflation  of  morbific  matter  was 
fuppofed  in  many  inftances  to  take  place  in  the  mod 
rapid  and  irregular  manner  to  very  diftant  parts  of  the 
body,  contrary  to  every  known  law  of  the  animal 
cfcconomy.  I do  not  mean  to  deny  the  poftibility  of 
a metaftafis  of  morbific  matter  in  every  cafe  wherein 
Jt  has  been  fuppoled  to  take  place,  but  mod  of  the 
phenomena,  on  which  the  dotlrine  of  metaftafis  has 
been  founded,  may  be  explained  on  more  rational  princi- 
ples, by  fuppofing  them  to  arife  from  the  different  dates, 
and  the  variations  in  the  a&ion,  of  the  folids  of  the  body. 

During  the  time  of  geftation,  the  uterine  vcfTcls  are 

confiderablv 
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of  importance  to  prevent,  for  being  once 
formed  it  is  almoft  always  fatal. 


This  malady  is  neither  new  nor  peculiar 
to  the  Hotel-Dieu.  Hippocrates  gives  a 

confiderably  enlarged ; they  are  affected  with  Wronger 
hamuli  than  before  that  period,  and  aft  with 
greater  force,  fo  that  the  afflux  of  fluids  to  this  vifcus 
is  now  greatly  increafed,  in  order  to  anfwer  the  various 
purpofes  of  nature.  After  delivery,  a change  takes 
place  in  the  aftion  of  the  folids  and  dihribution  of  the 
fluids,  of  feveral  parts  of  the  body-.  The  uterine  vefTels 
contraft  and  refufe  the  ufual  quantity  of  blood  deter- 
mined to  them.  The  breads  begin  to  feel  the  influence 
of  a new  and  increafed  ftimulus,  announced  by  throbbing 
fhooting  pains : the  vefTels  dilate  and  become  more  ca- 
pacious than  before,  and  the  hrcngth  of  their  aftion 
is  increafed.  Hence  a greater  afflux  of  fluids  to  the 
part,  and  large  fecretions  are  made  proportioned  to  the 
defigns  and  wants  of  nature.  If  then,  while  thefe 
changes  are  taking  place  in  the  fyhem,  a Putrid  Fever 
fupervene,  what  are  the  mifchiefs  we  may  not  expeft  ? 
and  from  the  pafl  and  prefent  date  of  the  abdominal 
vifcera,  we  may  well  fuppofe  they  will  be  the  fcene  of 
the  dreadful  tragedy.  If  this  be  a juft  view  of  the  flate 
of  the  body  when  the  Puerperal  Fever  ufual ly  com- 
mences, we  may  eafdy  account  for  all  the  fymptoms 
of  it,  without  having  recourfe  to  the  obfcure  doftrine 
of  metaflafis,  which  ill  applies  in  thefe  cafes. 
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perfetl  defcription  of  it  in  his  book  De 
Mortis  Mulierum  k.  Willis  publifhed  a good 

hiftory 

k Hippocrates  has  recorded  the  fymptoms  of  this 
difeafe  with  fufficient  accuracy  to  charafterize  it,  though 
he  gave  it  no  name.  Thefe  fymptoms,  however,  are 
not  recorded  in  any  regular  conne&ed  order,  as  we 
now  give  the  hiftory  of  a difeafe : fome  of  them  are 
repeated  in  different  places,  but  they  are  all  arranged 
under  the  fame  head,  as  appertaining  to  puerperal  fub- 
je£te,  and  are  fuppofed  to  arife  from  an  obftruftion  of 
the  lochia.  His  account  is  as  follows : 

Si  vero  ei  (puerperae)  non  procedat  purgatio,  evenit 
ut  earn  febris  et  horror  detineat,  et  uti  venter  magnus 
cvadit.  Quod  ft  earn  attigeris  totum  corpus  dolet,  pre- 
cipueque  ft  quis  ventrem  attigerit ; fubindeque  oris 
ventriculi  morfu  confliftatur,  lumborum  dolore  vexatur, 
cibi  faftidium  adeft,  vigilia  ct  corporis  compun&io. 
Deinde  quinto  aut  feptimo  die  quandoque  venter  extur- 
batur,  et  nigra  fubindeque  admodum  graveolentia  de- 
mittit,  et  urina  qualis  afinina  redditur.  Quae  ft  fubeant 
melius  illi  efie  videtur,  curaquc  adhibitabrevi  convaiefcit, 
alioquin  in  periculum  veniet  ne  ei  vehemens  alvi  pro- 
fluvium  fuccedat,  ct  puerperii  purgamenta  in  occulto 

delitefcant. Pulfus  debiles  funt,  interdum  vero  etiam 

acuti,  modo  elati  modo  deficientes.  Haec  incunte  morbo 
patitur,  et  fic  fe  habet ; procedente  autem  tempore,  cava; 
faciei  partes  rubefcunt.  Quibus  ita  habentibus  cibos 
levcs  exhibeto,  ct  ft  quidcm  turgeat,  mcdicamentum  per 
infcriora  purgans  propinato,  ft  biliofa  quidcm  fucrit  quod 
biicm  purgct,  fin  autem  pituitofa  quod  pituitam.  Poll 

hoc 
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hiflory  of  it  in  the  laft  century  1 * we  fhall 
not  dwell  on  the  different  authors  who 

have 

hoc  uteris  fomentum  cx  odoratis  adhibendum,  et  interdiii 

emolliens  in  fubdititio  apponendum. At  fi  venter  ei 

non  exturbetur,  neque  purgatio  fponte  prodeat,  nequc 
ei  cito  convenientia  adhibeantur  remedia,  tempus  autem 
procedat,  a multis  commemoratis  affligetur,  quibus  ac- 
cedet  ut  in  pcriculum  veniat  ne  velut  plumbum  livefcat 
et  in  aquam  intercutem  incidat; — Pereunt  autem  aUte* 
alio  tempore,  pro  ut  corpus  et  affe&io  fe  habet*. 

This  account  agrees  in  every  article  with  the  modem 
hiftories  of  the  Puerperal  Fever ; and  is  a convincing 
proof  of  the  attention  and  accuracy  of  this  great  man* 
the  juflly  efteemed  father  of  medicine,  and  of  the 
uniformity  of  the  operations  of  nature  in  every  age  of 
the  world; 

1 Willis  was  born  in  Wiltlhire  in  the  year  1622,  and 
died  in  London  in  1675.  He  iludied  in  Oxford,  where 
he  took  a doctor’s  degree  in  1660.  He  acquired  cort- 
fiderable  fame;  both  at  home  and  abroad,  by  his  Cerebri 
Anatome  et  Nervorum,  deferiptio  et  ufus,  which  he  pub- 
lilhed  in  1664,  and  was  the  firft  who  gave  a moderately 
accurate  account  of  the  ftrufture  of  the  brain  and  ner- 
vous fyftem.  He  was  deemed  an  unfuccefsful  prafti- 
tioner,  if  we  may  give  credit  to  an  anecdote  recorded 
Of  Charles  the  fecond,  who  ufed  to  fay,  laughing,  “ That 
Willis  had  robbed  him  of  more  fubjefts  than  the  army 
of  an  enemy  would  have  done.”  In  the  fixteenth  chapter 

* Hipp;  oper . on,  Ed  Foes , tom.  1,  Teft.  5,  p.  169  and  170. 
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: have  only  fpoken  of  it  fince  that  time, 
without  entering  into  a particular  account 
of  the  difeafe  ; but  pafs  on  to  more  recent 
dates.  M.  Col-de  Villars  and  Fontaine 
faw  it  in  the  year  1746  in  the  Hotel-Dieu, 
and  M.  Ant.  de  Juftieu  treated  of  it  at 
1 :he  fame  time  in  the  capital  m.  M.  Pouteau 

obferved 

I k Febribus  he  treats  de  P uerperarum  Febribus.  He  calls 
he  Puerperal  Fever  of  latter  writers  a Febris  Putrida, 
1.  127,  and  fays  that  he  had  known  purple  fpots  appear 
f n fome  cafes ; nom  in  quibujdam  maculas  purpureas  ap - 
aruijfe,  p.  129.  He  acknowledges  that  this  Fever  was 
a general  fatal,  and  feerhs  to  give  the  hillory  of  a few 
afes  with  fome  reluctance,  as  the  method  of  treatment 
as  almoft  always  unfuccefsful.  But  this  was  not  pe- 
aliar  to  the  praftice  of  Dr.  Willis,  the  moderns  till 
1 itely  having  had  no  better  fucccfs. 

m Antoine  de  JuJJieu  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firfl  in 
ranee  who  obferved  this  difeafe,  in  the  winter  of  the 
2ar  1746*. 

This  celebrated  phyfician  was  born  at  Lyons,  in  the 
!ar  1686,  and  died  in  1758.  He  was  admitted  of  the 
I cu!ty  °f  Paris  in  1712,  and  was  afterwards  profelfor 
I botany  at  the  king  s garden.  In  1718  he  made  foine 
| eful  difcoveries  on  the  efTeCts  of  fimarouba  in  the 
y fernery,  which  was  very  frequent  tliaf  year  at  Paris, 

* Htjl.  de  l' Acad,  da  Sciences,  Loc.  Citato,  . 
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obferved  the  fame  difeafe  in  1750  in  the 
Hotel-Dieu  of  Lyons ; he  gave  a defcrip- 
tion  of  it  in  his  Melanges  de  Chirurgie.  We 
read  fimilar  obfervations  concerning  it, 
in  the  works  of  Peu,  Puzos,  Levret,  and 


many  others.  But  within  thefe  few  years 
the  Englifh  have  entered  into  a more  par-  j 
ticular  inquiry  concerning  it.  This  difeafe 
was  epidemic  in  London  and  feveral  parts  I 
of  England  in  1768  and  following  years, 
where  the  phyficians  gave  it  the  name  of 
the  Puerperal  Fever It  is  defcribed  at 
large  in  the  works  of  Denman,  Johnfon, 
Millar,  Manning,  Home,  Kerkland,  and 
Butler,  and  more  particularly  in  the  works 

and  had  in  moll  cafes  refilled  the  elFe£ts  of  Ippecacnanha,  j 
which  was  firft  recommended,  and  much  celebrated  in  j 
the  Dyfentery  by  Helvdius.  A detail  of  thefe  experiments  I 
islnferted  in  the  memoirs  of  the  academy^  fciences  for  I 
the  years  1729  and  1731.  He  became  famous  for  his  I 
knowledge  of  botany,  and  publifhed  feveral  ufeful  I 
pieces  on  that  fubjefl.  Floy. 

I 

" Dr.  Strother  in  his  Criticon  Februtm , about  the  years 
1716,  was  the  firfl,  according  to  Dr.  Ilultnc,  who  gavel 
this  Fever  the  name  of  the  Puerperal  Fever. 

of  J 


of  White,  Hulme,  and  Leake;  and  laftly  in 
the  learned  diflertations  publilhed  at  Edin- 
burgh by  Johnftone  and  Slaughter.  To, 
what  thefe  authors  have  faid  we  fhall  join 
fome  obfervations  which  have  been  com- 
municated to  us,  and  which,  in  1777,  were 
entered  in  the  regifters  of  the  Prima 
Menjis  0 of  the  faculty  of  medicine  of  Paris 
by  M.  Sigault,  who  had  obferved  and 
treated  this  difeafe  at  the  fame  time  that 

° On  the  firfl  of  every'  month,  twelve  doctors,  mem- 
bers of  the  college,  or  faculty  of  Paris,  are  called  toge- 
ther, to  give  an  account  of  the  reigning  difeafes  of  the 
preceding  month,  and  to  communicate  fuch  obfervations 
as  they  may  deem  worthy  of  notice.  This  meeting  is 
called  Prima  Menfis,  as  being  held  the  firft  day  of  every 
month.  In  the  time  of  any  epidemic  difeafe  which  is 
alarming  to  the  public,  or  which  has  any  thing  pecu- 
liar in  its  charafter,  thefe  obfervations  are  fometimes 
publifhcd. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  college  of  London,  and 
indeed  all  the  Licentiates  at  large,  do  not  form  a fimilar 
eftablifhment  for  the  fame  purpofes.  It  would  be  a fin- 
gular  advantage  to  the  younger  part  of  the  faculty,  and 

in  fome  meafure  neccfTary  in  a metropolis  like  this, 
where  fo  many  perfons  aie  allowed  to  praflife  who 
have  never  had  any  medical  Academical  education,  nor 
taken  a degree  in  medicine. 
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M.  Solier  was  a witnefs  of  its  ravages  in 
the  Hotel-Dieu  of  Paris,  and  committed 
his  obfervations  to  the  fame  colle&ion.  I 
M.  Doublet  has  likewife  communicated  to 
the  faculty  of  Paris,  many  fafts  of  the 
fame  nature,  which  he  obferved  in  the 
Ilofpice  p de  Vaugirard  from  the  month 
of  November  1781  to  the  prefent  time:  I 
and  M.  de  la  Roche,  a phyfician  of  Ge- 
neva, has  juft  read  to  the  Royal  Society 
of  Medicine,  a very  learned  work  on  the 
Puerperal  Fever,  which  he  had  an  oppor- 

j • m 

tunity  of  feeing  in  his  own  country. 

If  we  compare  the  defcriptions  of  thefe  | 
writers  with  that  of  the  fame  difeafe,  as  it  ; 
appeared  in  the  Hotel-Dieu  of  Paris,  we  1 
{hall  find  in  them  all,  as  wrell  as  in  this,  j 
that  there  was  a fudden  attack,  a painful  j 
tumefaftion  of  the  lower  region  of  the  j 
belly  accompanied  with  Fever  on  the  days  | 

p Hofpice  is  a kind  of  hofpital,  appropriated  to  the  I 
reception  of  Grangers, 


immediately  I 
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immediately  following  delivery ; in  all,  the 
difeafe  is  obferved  to  be  dangerous,  rapid, 
and  extremely  fatal ; often  epidemic,  and 
fometimes  contagious ; in  every  defcrip- 
tion  a Diarrhaea  is  obferved  to  attend 
fooner  or  later q;  but  the  Rate  of  the 
lochia,  the  fecretion  of  the  milk,  the  or- 
gans affe&ed,  the  date  of  the  pulfe  and 
flrength,  and  the  appearance  of  the  fluids 
evacuated,  are  not  in  every  account  the 
fame. 


All  agree  that  the  lochia  fometimes  flow 
freely  to  the  end  of  the  difeafe  ; but  they 
are  often  obferved  to  be  diminilhed,  or 

q The  loofenefs  fometimes  comes  on  immediately,  at 
others,  when  the  difeafe  hath  continued  three  or  four 
days ; but  it  conftantly  attends,  and  cannot  be  removed 
without  the  greatefl  danger  as  well  as  difficulty,'  till  the 
termination  of  the  difeafe  *. 

I never  faw  this  Fever  appear  with  any  degree  of  vio- 
lence, fays  Dr.  Leake,  but  it  was  always  attended  with 
an  obffinatc  Diarrhoea +. 

* Denman’s  EJfay  on  the  Pucrp.  Fever , p.  12, 

+ Leaht  on  the  Child-bed  Fever,  p.  49, 
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totally  fupprefled,  fo  that  fome  phyficians 
have  confidered  this  fuppreffion  as  the 

i 

caufe  of  the  difeafe r.  ^ But  the  Englifh 
authors  in  particular  do  not  regard  this 
fymptom  as  univerfal.  It  is  however  true 
in  general,  that  this  fun&ion  is  always 
more  or  lefs  altered  from  its  natural  hate  5 
and  if  we  confider,  that,  in  this  difeafe  in 
the  year  1746,  and  in  the  Hotel-Dieu 
fince  1774,  and  again  at  Vaugirard,  as 
obferved  by  M.  Doublet,  the  breads  were 
condantly  empty  and  flaccid,  and  that  the 
belly  began  to  fwell,  and  obdru&ions  to 
be  formed  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
breads  ought  to  have  filled  with  milk,  we 

' This  was  the  general  opinion  of  phyficians  till  the 
year  1746,  when  this  Fever  began  to  be  more  particularly 
attended  to.  Nor  are  phyficians  unanimous  on  this 
head  at  prefent.  Van  Swieten,  though  he  allows  that  a 
derangement  of  the  fecretion  of  the  milk,  and  a tranf- 
lation  of  the  la&eous  matter  on  fome  vifcus  may  produce 
the  Puerperal  Fever,  yet  he  admits  with  Boerhaave, 
that  a fuppreffion  of  the  loclna  is  alfo  fometimes  a caufe 
of  it  *.  See  note  s. 

* Vi'dt  Comm%  in  Bocrh.  aph,  tom.  4,  p.  608,  Oft\. 


{hall 


C 23  1 

fhall  find  it  difficult  to  believe  that  a de- 
rangement of  the  natural  fecretion  of  this 
fluid  is  not  the  principal  caufe  of  thefe 
kinds  of  morbid  affe&ions  s.  The  obfer- 

vations 

1 This  is  the  opinion  of  the  French  writers  in  general, 
and  we  muft  confefs  it  has  great  appearance  of  pro- 
bability ; but  on  further  confideration,  I apprehend,  we 
fhall  find  fufficient  reafon  to  diffent  from  them,  and  from 
the  learned  phyiicians  who  have  drawn  up  this  Report. 
It  is  very  juftly  obferved  below,  that  in  every  defcrip- 
tion  of  this  fatal  difeafe,  it  uniformly  appears,  either 
as  an  inflammatory  or  as  a putrid  Fever.  We  find 
likewife  from  diffe&ions,  that  in  fome  cafes  the  uterus 
is  affefted  with  phlegmonous  inflammation  ; in  others 
it  is  found  in  its  natural  Hate.  It  is  further  remarkable 
in  the  accounts  of  this  difeafe,  that  when  it  has  appeared 
in  its  inflammatory  charafter,  the  uterus  has  been  found 
affefted  with  inflammation,  and  when  it  has  aflumed 
its  putrid  form,  the  uterus  was  in  its  natural  (fate ; from 
which  we  may  juftly  conclude,  that  the  inflammatory 
Puerperal  Fever  is  generally,  if  not  conftantly,  owing  to 
an  inflammation  of  the  uterus;  but  when  it  appears  as  a 
putrid  difeafe,  it  is  owing  to  very  different  caufes. 

When  the  difeafe  arifes  from  an  inflammatory  ftale 
of  the  uterus,  the  Iochial  difeharge  will  of  courfe  be 
deranged,  if  not  totally  fuppreffed  ; but  this  ought  not 
to  be  confidcred  as  a caufe  of  the  difeafe,  but  in  this 
cafe  as  an  cffcft  of  local  inflammation. 

An  inflammation  of  the  uterus  may  be  produced  by 
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rations  which  M.  Doublet  has  been  To 
kind  as  to  communicate  to  us,  feem  to 

prove 

1 

various  caufes  : if  it  has  been  injured  or  hurt  in  delivery* 
if  the  efforts  to  dilate  the  os  internum  have  been  too 
violent,  if  the  placenta  has  been  feparated  too  haftily 
and  roughly,  or  if  the  belly  has  been  bound  too  tight 
after  delivery,  an  inflammation  will  fometimes  take 
place,  efpecially  in  women  of  ftrong  robufl  habits,  whofe 
fibres  are  tenfe,  and  the  a£tion  of  the  folids  is  vigorous 
and  ftrong;  for  women  of  this  charafter  are  fooner 
affefted  with  inflammation  in  thefe  circumftances  than 
thofe  of  weak  and  lax  habits  of  body. 

The  putrid  Puerperal  Fever  has  all  the  effential  cha- 
rafters  of  the  Putrid  Fever,  the  Typhus  of  Dr.  Cullen. 
The  heat  is  not  violent;  the  pulfe  is  fmall,  weak,  and 
quick ; there  is  a fudden  and  great  proflration  of  ftrength; 
and  the  matters  evacuated  are  highly  foetid.  Thefe  are 
likewife  the  leading  features  and  charafteriftic  fymptoms 
of  the  Putrid  Fever.  Dr.  Cullen  gives  the  following 
character  of  the  Typhus:  Calor  p arum  auElus ; pul/us 
' debilis,  parvus,  plerumque  frequens ; fenforii  fundiones 
;;  plurimum  turbatx ; to  which  we  may  add  from  Sauvages, 
artubus  interea  maximeprojlratis.  This  difeafe,  like  the  Pu- 
trid Fever,  is  often  epidemic  and  contagious ; it  is  moft  fre- 
quent and  fatal  in  hofpitals,  in  clofe  confined  and  crouded 
fituations  where  the  air  is  foul ; it  is  increafed  by  every 
thing  which  tends  to  generate  a putrid  miafma  ; from 
which  I think  we  may  conclude,  that  it  is,  in  its  effential 
character,  a Putrid  Fever,  and  all  the  fingularities 

wherein 
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prove  the  affirmative.  This  phyfician  has 
remarked,  that  many  nurfes,  in  the 

Hofpice 

wherein  it  feems  to  differ  from  it,  may  eafily  be  accounted 
for  from  the  (late  and  condition  of  the  patients^ 

We  cannot  wonder  that  weak  and  delicate  women> 
immediately  after  delivery,  fhould  be  eafily  affebled  by 
morbific  caufes,  which  tend  to  induce  debility  and  pu- 
trefcency  on  the  fyftem.  They  are  already  much 
weakened,  the  body  is  in  a ftate  of  great  irritation*  and 
their  minds  are  naturally  anxious  from  the  nature  of  their 
fituation.  They  are  difpofed  therefore  to  be  affefted 
by  fuch  morbific  caufes,  as  would,  at  another  time,  pro- 
duce little  or  no  effe6L 

In  this  ftate  of  morbid  debility  and  irritation,  the 
aftions  of  the  fyftem  are  performed  with  great  irregula- 
rity. We  often  find  in  the  Low,  Nervous*  and  Putrid 
Fever,  partial  heats,  irregular  pulfations  of  the  arteries* 
and  wandering  pains,  arifing  from  fpafmodic  ftri&ures, 
particularly  in  membranous  parts,  in  which  inflamma- 
tion is  frequently  produced,  which  however  is  rather 
of  the  eryfipelatous  than  phlegmonous  kind  : congeftions 
are  often  formed  in  particular  parts,  which  increafe  in 
proportion  as  the  ftrength  is  diminifhed  : the  fecretions 
are  greatly  altered  from  their  natural  ftate,  fome  being 
fuppreffed,  and  others  preternaturally  increafed.  When 
this  ftate  of  the  body  takes  place,  as  in  the  Puerperal 
fever,  at  the  very  moment  when  the  milk  ought  to  be 
determined  to  the  breafts,  it  is  impoffible  that  this 
glandular  fccretion  fhould  not  be  greatly  deranged,  if 
not  wholly  fufpended. 

From  this  account  then  of  what  really  happens  in  thefe 
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Hofpice  de  Vaugirard,  in  whom  the  fecffc- 
tion  of  the  milk  had  been  deranged  by 

fome 

. ) 

fevers,  it  appears  that  the  tranflation  of  what  has  been 
called  lafteous  matter  on  the  abdominal  vifcera,  and 
likewife  the  inflammation  of  the  inteflines  and  omentum 
found  after  death,  are  to  be  confidered  rather  as  the 
effe&s  than  the  caufes  of  this  Fever. 

Many  reafons  offer  why  a derangement  of  the  fecretion 
of  the  milk  cannot  be  admitted  as  the  caufe  of  the  Puer- 
peral Fever  ; but  thefe  cannot  be  enlarged  upon  in  the 
form  of  a note.  I fhall  however  mention  one,  founded 
On  obfervation  : It  is  obferved  in  this  Report,  that  M. 
Doublet  had  feen  the  true  Puerperal  Fever  terminated 
by  an  univerfal  la&eous  fwelling,  which  he  calls  a La&eous 
AnaJ'arca.  Here  then  the  Puerperal  Fever  was  termi- 
nated, and  a morbid  depofition  of  what  is  thought  to  be 
a la&eous  matter  left  in  the  body,  which  produced  a new 
difeafe.  Several  cafes  are  mentioned  of  a depofition 
Of  a fimilar  matter  on  different  parts  of  the  body,  in  the 
Journal  de  Medeane,  tom.  j.  Fan.  1754,  tom.  12,  p.  56, 
ibid.  p.  1,53,  tom.  21,  p.  112,  &c.  But  in  all  thefe 
cafes  where  the  difeafe  arofe  from  a fimple  depofition 
of  a ferous  or  la&eous  matter,  whether  it  was  diffufed 
through  the  cellular  membrane,  or  fell  upon  fome 
particular  organ  or  part  of  the  body,  it  was  a chronic 
difeafe,  a fpccies  of  Dropfy,  attended  with  a flow  con- 
tinued Fever  and  a wafte  of  the  other  parts.  Nor  can 
we  eafily  conceive  that  a depofition  of  fitch  a fluid, 
confidered  in  itfelf,  can  produce  any  other  difeafe  than 
this.  A little  reflection  likewife  will  convince  us,  that 

the 
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Tome  accident,  experienced  a metaflafis  on 
the  lower  region  of  the  belly,  accompanied 

with 

the  derangement  of  die  fecretion  of  the  milk  in  the 
gi  ft  inftance,  mud  arife  from  fome  caufe  already  exifting 
in  the  body.  This  caufe  appears  to  be  no  other  than 
fpafmodic  ftriflures  afi~e£ling  the  lafteal  fyflem,  and 
occafioned  by  the  Puerperal  Fever  itfelf.  The  derange- 
ment of  the  fecretion  of  the  milk  therefore,  and  a mor- 
bid tranflation  of  a ferous  humour  to  fome  vifeus,  are 
not  thecaufes  but  the  effefls  of  this  Fever. 

The  Puerperal  Fever  has  frequently  the  charafiers  of 
the  Jynockus  of  Dr.  Cullen;  that  is,  in  its  commen  ce- 
ment it  is  attended  with  fymptoms  of  inflammation : 
thefe,  however,  foon  go  off,  and  it  afTumes  its  true 
character,  that  of  a Putrid  Fever.  It  is  in  this  cafe  that 
phyficians  have  been  fo  much  divided  in  opinion  con- 
cerning the  ufe  of  the  lancet.  There  is  certainly  no 
difeafe  that  requires  more  mature  judgment  to  di reft 
the  ufe  of  it,  than  this.  In  London,  and  I apprehend 
in  all  large  cities,  the  fynochus  is  met  with  much  more 
frequently  in  common  practice,  than  a true  inflammatory 
Fever.  The  firfl  appearances  of  this  difeafe,  are  apt  to 
deceive  the  incautious  and  unexperienced  pra&itioner, 
who  does  not  forefee  the  great  debility  that  will  foon 
take  place.  I am  perfuaded,  from  what  I have  feen, 
that  great  mifehief  is  frequently  done  by  bleeding  in  the 
commencement  of  this  Fever ; and  the  efFefts  mull  ft  ill 
be  worfe  in  the  Puerperal  Fever,  where  the  fubfequent 
debility  is  often  much  greater.  Levret  obferves,  apho- 
rifm  995,  that  he  had  never  feen  one  woman  cfcape 
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with  the  fame  fymptoms  and  the  fame 
dangers  as  in  the  Puerperal  Fever,  though 
this  fliould  happen  many  weeks  after  de- 
livery. He  makes  a general  divifion  of 
the  Puerperal  Fevers  which  he  had  feen, 
into  three  fpecies.  The  firfl  he  calls  Ephe- 
merce,  which  are  of  little  confequence, 
and  which  take  place  within  the  firfl 
twenty-four  hours  after  delivery.  Thefe 
only  confifl  in  a painful  but  tranfient 
tumefa£lion  of  the  belly,  and  which  at  firfl 
threatens  a metaflafis  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen  ; and  is  accompanied  with 
Fever,  which  however  foon  goes  off,  and 
yields  to  the  natural  flow  of  the  milk  which 
diffipates  all  the  fymptoms.  M.  Doublet 

after  bleeding;  and  Van  Swieten  gives  a caution  whicfi 
is  equally  applicable  to  the  fyncchus  in  common  prac- 
tice, ai  to  the  Puerperal  Fever,  and  which  every  prac- 
titioner ru  the  treatment  of  thefe  Fevers  ought  conftantly 
to  keep  in  view.  Ergo  patet,  fays  he,  non  facile  in  Puer- 
perio  Vtnam  Jecandam  effe,  nifi  urgens  neujptatas  indicet 
hanc  evacuationem  *. 

See  alfo  White  on  the  Management  of  Pregnant  and 
laying-in  Women,  p.  219,  et  feq. 

* Comm.in.aph,  Boerh.  tom.4>  p-  634. 
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attributes  this  firft  fpecies  to  the  flownefs 
with  which  the  milk  is  determined  to  the 
breafts.  The  fecond  fpecies  is  the  Puer- 
peral Fever,  properly  fo  called,  the  Puer- 
peral Fever  of  Authors.  This  takes  place 
when  the  breafts  do  not  fill  with  milk,  but 
a metaftafis  of  it  falls  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  belly.  The  third  fpecies,  he  calls  the. 
fow  or  late  Puerperal  Fever.  This  is  the 
Fever  which  nurfes  are  fubje&to,  when  the 
milk  quits  the  breafts  in  which  it  had  before 
been  properly  fecreted,  and  falls  on  the 
abdominal  cavity  with  all  the  fymptoms 
of  the  Fevers  of  the  fecond  fpecies.  To 
thefe  obfervations  we  {hall  yet  add,  that 
M.  Doublet  has  feen  the  true  Puerperal 
Fever  terminated  fometimes  by  an  univer- 
fal  white  anafarcous  fwelling,  which  he 
ealls  a laEleous  anafarca;  fometimes  by  an 
eruption  of  the  like  nature ; by  profufe 
fweats;  by  urine  loaded  with  a confiderable 
Ia&eous  fediment,  which  continues  tofepa- 
rate  from  it  a long  time  after  the  difeafe 


is 
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is  removed;  andlaflly,  in  Tome  patients  there 
is  a mixed  crifis,  compofed  of  a Diarrhaea, 
and  fome  of  the  fore-mentioned  excretions. 


Diffeflionshave  (hewn,  that  with  refpectto 
the  organs  affe£led,  there  is  confiderable  dif- 
ference in  different  fubjefts,  Drs.  Leake  and 
Hulme  have  almoft  always  found  the  omen- 
tum inflamed,  fuppuratea,  and  even  fallen  in- 
to the  hypogaflric region;  the inteflines were 
likewife  inflamed,  and  the  uterus  unaffecled ; 
from  which  they  have  concluded  that  this 
difeafe  does  not  arife  primarily  from  the  af- 
feftion  of  this  organ.  Johnfon  and  John- 
flone,  on  the  contrary,  have  feen  the  ute- 
rus inflamed ; and  the  obfervations  of  Pou- 
teau  feem  to  agree  with  their  remarks.  In 
the  obfervations  of  1746,  the  inteflines  and 
uterus  are  both  faid  to  have  been  affe&ed, 
efpecially  the  uterus,  in  which  the  ovaria 
in  fome  fubje&s  appeared  in  a ftate  of 
fuppuration.  In  the  obfervations  of  M. 
Doulcet  the  uterus  was  conflantly  unaf- 
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fe£ied,  and  feemed  to  have  fufFered  no 
kind  of  alteration. 

As  to  the  fluids  effufed  into  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen,  it  is  obfervable,  that  this 
cheefy  fubftance  which  was  defcribed  in 
the  obfervations  of  1746,  and  in  thofe 
made  fince  the  year  1774,  as  a true 
curdled  milk : has  been  confidered  by  others 
as  a true  purulent  matter : it  was  under 
this  appearance,  that  M.  de  la  Roche  faw 
it  at  Geneva.  But  when  the  difeafe  is  not 
very  rapid,  and  continues  longer  than  it 
did  in  the  Hotel-Dieu,  this  matter  may 
perhaps  have  fufFered  fome  alteration  from 
ftagnation,  which  may  fo  Far  have  changed 
it  as  to  alter  its  ufual  appearance. 

But,  without  entering  into  long  difcuf- 
flons  on  this  fubjecl,  which  would  require 

1 

deeper  refearches  than  the  time  and  limits 
of  this  Report  will  permit,  we  will  content 
ourfelves  with  obferving,  that  all  the  de- 

' See  page  7,  note  g. 
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criptions  we  have  of  this  difeafe,  which 
are  numerous,  prefent  it  under  two  prin- 
cipal characters ; that  is,  as  an  highly  in- 
flammatory, and  as  a putrid  difeafe.  The 
inflammation  is  announced  by  the  tenfion 
and  pain  of  the  belly ; and  the  putridity  is 
evidently  marked  by  the  weaknefs  and 
fmallnefs  of  the  pulfe,  the  proflration  of 
ftrength,  and  the  exceflively  fcetid  evacua- 
tions. The  more  the  putrid  chara&er  pre- 
vails, the  more  rapid  and  dangerous  the 
difeafe  appears  in  general.  The  obferva- 
tions  of  Johnfon,  Johnflone,  and  De  la 
Roche,  reprefent  it  as  being  more  of  an 
inflammatory  nature,  and  at  the  fame  time 
not  fo  alarming  ; thofe  of  White,  Leake, 
and  Slaughter,  as  the  moft  putrid  and  the 
moft  fatal  difeafe.  Of  four  women  who 
Were  attacked  with  this  difeafe  in  the  Hof- 
pice  de  Vaugirard,  three  had  a weak  pulfe, 
remarkable  proflration  of  ftrength,  and  ex- 
tremely foetid  evacuations  ; and  all  three 
died.  The  fourth  was  more  robuft,  and 

the 
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the  fymptoms  were  fo  violent  as  to  require 
feveral  bleedings,  and  (he  was  the  only 
one  who  happily  recovered.  This  proflra- 
tion  of  ftrength  therefore,  which  charac- 
terifes  the  putridity,  is  one  of  the  worfl 
figns  of  this  difeafe.  It  is  chiefly  in  hof- 
pitals  that  it  affumes  this  chara&er,  and  it 
has  no  where  been  either  fo  rapid  or  fo  ge. 
nerally  fatal  as  in  the  Hotel-Dieu,  for  fome 
years  pad;.  Does  it  in  thefe  cafes  partake 
of  the  nature  of  the  Hofpital  Fever?  This 
is  the  fentiraent  of  Mr.  White. 

It  is  on  this  complication  of  putridity 
and  inflammation,  differently  modified,  that 
the  various  methods  of  cure,  hitherto  re- 
commended by  authors,  in  general  depend. 
This  variety  has  confifted  chiefly  in  the 
different  combination  of  bleeding  with  the 
antiphlogiftic  regimen,  and  the  ufe  of  eva- 
euants,  antifeptics,  and  tonics  u.  We  (hall 

not 

It  is  oftheutmoft  importance  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe, 
to  di/tinguifh  between  the  true  inflammatory  and  the  pu- 
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not  enter  into  a detail  of  any  one  method. 
None  is  general,  and  the  choice  can  only 
be  determined  by  the  circumftances  of  the 
difeafe.  We  fhall  obferve,  however,  that 
the  phyficians  who  have  feen  the  difeafe  in 
its  putrid  charafter,  are  thofe  who  have 
approached  the  nearelf  to  the  method  of 
cure  of  M.  Doulcet.  We  find  emetics  and 

S' 

trid  Puerperal  Fever.  In  the  former,  a prudent  life  of 
the  lancet  will  doubtlefs  he  of  ufe;  whillt  in  the  latter, 
it  will  generally  be  attended  with  the  molt  fatal  conse- 
quences. The  latter  likewife,  is-  that  which  moll  fre- 
quently occurs ; and  it  is  but  jullice  to  acknowledge, 
that  Dr.  Denman  was  the  firft  who  pointed  out  a more 
fuccefsful  method  of  cure  than  any  which  had  been  in 
ufe  before  his  time.  There  is  indeed  but  little  difference 
between  his  method  of  cure  and  that  recommended  in 
this  Report  of  M.  Doulcet’s  Memoir,  except  that  he 
made  ufe  of  Tartar  Emetic  in  the  commencement  of  the 
difeafe  inftead  of  Ipecacuanha,  which  he  gave  in  the  lall 
Rage  of  it,  combined  with  Confe&io  Damocratis,  when 
the  -ilools  continued  too  frequent.  He  did  not,  however, 
perceive  the  importance  of  the  moment  of  attack,  which 
accident  feems  to  have  difeovered. — The  ingenious  Mr. 
White  of  Marichefter  has,  perhaps,  made  the  greateft 
improvements  in  the  methodus  medendi  of  this  Fever,  of 
any  writer  fince  the  publication  of  Dr.  Denman’s  Effay 
in  1768. 
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purgatives  ordered  in  the  commencement 
of  the  difeafe,  in  the  works  of  Denman, 
Manning,  Leake,  White,  and  Slaughter, 
and  in  the  obfervations  of  M.  Doublet. 
Mr.  White  w and  Dr.  Denman  efpecially, 

infill 

A 

The  following  is  a fhort  view  of  Mr.  White’s  me- 
thod of  treating  the  Puerperal  Fever. 

If  the  patientns  troubled  with  pains  in  her  head,  back, 
or  loins,  attended  with  a fwelling,  pain,  and  tenfenefs 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  a naufea,  vomiting, 
diarrhaea,  &c.  it  is  neceflary  to  give  her  a gentle  emetic, 
confining  either  of  Ipecacuanha  in  fubftance,  or  of  fome 
antimonial  preparation  ; Emetic  Tartar,  for  inftance,  Ef- 
fence  of  Antimorfy,  Antimonial  Wine,  or  James’s  Pow- 
der. The  dofe  (hould  be  repeated  once  or  twice  a day, 
or  as  often  as  is  found  neceflary  to  cleanfe  the  ftomach, 
&c*. — If  the  patient  be  coftive,  or  have  a tenefmus,  emol- 
lient clyfters  fhould  be  frequently  injected,  but  not  too 
warm§. — So  foon  as  the  ftomach  ahd  bowels  have  dif- 
charged  their  morbific  contents,  Spiritus  MindereriT  or 
Salt  of  Wormwood,  neutralized  with  the  juice  of  lemons, 
may  be  given  in  draughtsd. — If  notwithftanding  the  ufe 
of  thefc  medicines,  a naufea  and  vomiting  fhould  con- 
tinue, he  orders  half  a drachm  of  Columbo  root,  or  its 
extract,  or  a few  fpoonfuls  of  the  infufion  of  itf.  A 
Cough  and  difficulty  of  breathing  is  fometimes  relieved 

* Treaitft  on  Management  of  Preg.  and  Lying-in  Women,  p.  199.  ()  Ik.  p.  201, 

+ lb.  p.  202.  } Ik.  p.  jot'.. 
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inlifh  on  the  life  of  Ipecacuanha,  not  only 
given  in  the  firft  ftages,  but  repeated  feve- 
ral  times,  and  even  continued  as  long  as 
the  fymptoms  feem  to  refift  the  action  of 
the  remedies  ; and  M,  Sigault  has  obferv- 
ed,  that  Tartar  Emetic  and  Ipecacuanha 
have  recovered  the  milk  to  the  breafis, 
ftopt  the  Diarrhaea,  and  re-eftablifhed  the 

by  a few  grains  of  Ipecacuanha,  and  the  pains  of  the 
fide  by  the  Senegal  rattle-fnake  root*.  When  the  dif- 
eafe  is  upon  the  decline,  he  recommends  Bark  and  acid 
Elixir  of  Vitriol  with  Pyrmont  and  Seltzer  watert.  He 
obferves  that  Nitre  is  very  improper  in  this  Fever,  and  in 
all  difeafes  where  putrid  bile  abounds^  ; and  that  blifters 
are  difapproved  of  by  almoft  all  writer's  on  this  fubjecl, 
on  account  of  the  ftimulus  they  occafion  in  the  bladder 
and  uterus  [|.  He  cxprelTes  great  doubts  concerning  the 
utility  of  bleeding  in  the  Puerperal  Fever,  without  the 
moff  prefling  necefiity,  as  he  confiders  the  difeafe  almoft 
always  attended,  fooner  or  later,  with  fymptoms  of  pu- 
trefcencyi.  Thefe  dire&ions  are  accompanied  with  many 
ufeful  remarks  worthy  the  reader’s  confideration  : and  I 
muft  confefs  that,  when  the  firft  moments  of  attack  have 
been  loft,  and  the  method  praftifed  in  the  Hotel-Dieu  of 
Paris  cannot  be  adopted,  I think  the  diredlions  laid  down 
by  Mr.  White,  are  thofe  which  are  moll  likely  to  be  at- 
tended with  fuccefs. 

J ft.  p.  £09.  + ft.  p.  210.  § ft.  p.  2 a 8.  |1  ft-  p.  232, 

J ft.  p,  219  and  351 . 
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lochia  in  their  natural  date.  The  example 
of  thefe  laft-mentioned  phyficians  likewife 
(hews  us,  that  thofe  who  have  ordered  vo- 
mits, have  had  the  moil  fuccefs  in  the 
cure  of  the  putrid  Puerperal  Fever,  the 
earlier  they  have  given  them  in  the  aif- 
eafe. 


The  method  then,  which  is  here  recom- 
mended, ought  to  be  employed  before  the 
obftrucfion  in  the  abdomen  be  perfeftly 
formed  and  fixed*,  Will  it  anfwer  in  every 
cafe  of  Puerperal  Fever?  Will  it  prevent 
the  inflammatory  and  ardent  Puerperal  Fe- 
ver, as  well  as  that  which  is  complicated 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  an  emetic  given  in  the 
very  moment  of  attack  muft  be  attended  with  the  beft 
confequences.  An  emetic  not  only  empties  the  primac. 
via  of  their  putrid  fordes,  but  alfo  relaxes  all  the  capil- 
lary vedels,  and  promotes  a more  equable  circulation 
of  the  fluids  through  them  ; and  by  preventing  them  from 
being  affected  with  fpafm,  it  will,  in  a great  meafure,  pre- 
vent the  progrefs  of  the  Fever,  the  derangement  of  the 
fecretion  of  the  milk,  and  thofe  congcftions  and  local 
inflammations  which  would  otherwife  unavoidably  take 
place. 

with 


all  the  other  emetics2?  Thefe  are  quef- 
tions  which  experience  alone  can  decide. 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain,  that 
the  cure  of  a difeafe  fo  rapid  in  its  pro- 
grefs,  and  fo  fatal  in  its  effects,  as  that  in 
the  Hotel-Dieu ; which  left  fo  little  time 
for  refle&ion,  and  fo  little  hope  to  the 

Y There  feems  but  little  probability  that  an  emetic 
would  have  the  fame  good  effeft  in  the  commencement 
of  the  inflammatory  Puerperal  Fever,  as  it  has  in  the 
putrid  ; if  given  to  excite  confiderable  vomiting,  I fhould 
expert  it  would  rather  do  mifchiet.  Small  dofes  of  Tar- 
tar Emetic  given  at  proper  intervals,  and,  in  the  inter- 
mediate hours  the  faline  draughts  of  Riverius,  together 
with  the  antiphlogiflic  regimen,  fomentations,  emollient 
cataplafms,  and  cooling  clyflers,  have  been  attended  with 
the  greateft  fuccefs  in  thefe  cafes. 

* Some  have  preferred  Tartar  Emetic  as  afting  more 
quickly  than  Ipecacuanha;  but  the  latter  feems  mod 
preferable,  unlefs  the  Tartar  Emetic  could  always  be  pre- 
pared of  one  uniform  degree  of  ftrength.  It  is,  however, 
juftly  obferved,  that  thefe  are  queftions  on  which  expe- 
rience alone  can  decide  with  certainty. 
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phylician ; by  a method  fo  fimple  as  that 
employed  by  M.  Doulcet,  the  fuccefs  of 
which  was  fo  fure  and  conftant,  is  one  of 
thofe  uncommon  phoenomena  which  makes 
an  epocha  in  medicine;  and  the  fervice  ren- 
dered to  human  nature  under  fuch  kind  of 
fufferings,  ought  for  ever  to  render  ho- 
nourable the  memory  of  a modeft  and 
virtuous  citizen,  whom  a premature  death 
has  lately  robbed  of  the  teftimony  of  a 
grateful  public.  Signed 

De  Lassone,  Mauduyt, 

Geoffroy,  Vicq-D’Azyr, 
Lorry.  Jeanroy, 

i 

Halle, 


1 Certify  that  this  Report , made  by  order  of 
government , of  a Memoir  containing  the  me- 
thod employed  in  the  treatment  of  the  Puer- 
peral Fever,  by  the  late  M.  Doulcet,  DoElor- 

Regeni 
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Regent  of  the  Faculty  of  Paris,  and  one  of 
the  Phyficians  of  the  Hotel-  Dieu  ; is  conform - 
able  to  the  original  which  was  read  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine, 
held  the  6th  of  September  1782.  Given  at 
the  Louvre,  the  8th  of  September  1782. 

V I C O-D’A  Z Y R, 
Perpetual  Secretary. 
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